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of groups of macules of varied size and color with a fine
peripheral scale.

MORPHOLOGY
The histologic features of dermatophytoses are variable,
depending on the properties of the organism, the host response,
and the degree of bacterial superinfection. There may be
mild eczematous dermatitis associated with intraepidermal
neutrophils (Fig. 25-40B). Due to cell walls rich in mucopoly
saccharides, fungi stain bright pink to red with periodic acid–
Schiff stain. They are found in the anucleate cornified layer of
lesional skin, hair, or nails (Fig. 25-40B, inset). Culture of material scraped from these areas usually permits the identification
of the offending species.
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