Chapter 26

Should the Child Attend the Funeral?

Children often find it helpful to attend the funeral. It may help
the child to understand that the death occurred and provide
an opportunity to say good-bye. Seeing others express their
grief and sadness may help the child to express these feelings.
Going to the funeral helps prevent the child from having fears
or fantasies about what happened at the funeral. If the child is
going to attend the funeral, he or she should be informed of
what will happen. If a preschool-age child expresses a desire
not to attend the funeral, he or she should not be encouraged
to attend. For older children, it may be appropriate to encourage attendance, but a child who feels strongly about not wanting to go to the funeral should not be required to attend.
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